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Islamic Organization For Food Security- Curtains to be raised in Kazakhstan
@ C'.i By: Musavir Wani

15:;?;25?;;;3::::" The 7th Session of Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Ministerial Conference on Food Security and Agricultural

23 : Dewelopment and the Inaugural General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) will be
ﬂ-ﬁ concurrently held in Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan during the period 2628 April 2016. The Conference will be hosted
by the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan in coordination with the General Secretariat of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). During the sitting it is planned to elect the members, director general and
chairman of the Executive Board of the Islamic Organization for Food Security, approwe the internal regulations of the
organizat ion’s secretariat and agree on the basic directions of the organization’s activty.

Ministry of agriculture of the Repubdic of Kazakhszan

The Conference will act as a platform for continued dialogue and increased cooperation between the OIC member countries and their partners towards promotir
the sustainable agricultural development and eradication of hunger and undemourishment. The established OIC’s institution will enable to coordinate efforts of
me mber states in the agricultural sector, to dewvelop strategies of development of the agro-industrial complex, to give technical assistance, and also to undertal
practical measures for addressing such challenges as hunger and malnutrition. It will not only identify and monitor food security in its member states, but will
also implement practical policies and programmes to achieve goals and objectives contained in its charter. The Conference aims at sharing the best practices
and experience in food security and agricultural development among the member countries and strengthening their collaboration and cooperation with the
relevant regional and intemational organizations. The preparations for the First General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) and the
oroposed five y ear Plan of Action of the IOFS are further to be discussed in the Conference.

The institution was first proposed by Kazakhstan President Nursultan Nazarbayev in 2011 at the 38th session of the meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of
the OIC held in Astana and its implementation was one of the main priorities of Astana’s OIC chairmanship from June 2011 to November 2012. The charter,
name, goals and objectives, legal status and functioning processes of the IOFS were agreed upon at a meeting in Astana on June 11-12, 2013. It was agreed
that the IOFS should become an independent intemational organization headquartered in Astana, with the same diplomatic immunity as the OIC. On January
13, 2015 the headquarters of the Secretariat of the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, hosted the expert meeting of the OI(
member countries at the initiative of Kazakhstan to discuss establishing of an Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) under OIC and preparation for
hosting its General Assembly. All OIC member states, which took part in the event, expressed readiness to give full support to Kazakhstan in establishing and
subsequent effective operation of the IOF S.

The initiative of the Republic of Kazakhstan is based on the consecutive position of Kazakhstan about the need to ensure a sustainable development around th
globe, where one of the main conditions is food security.

Completing the process of legally establishing such an interational institution in such a short time, deciding on the costs of the secretariat for its first three
years of work and app ointing a national coordinator were taken as firm steps on the part of Kazakhstan and increased OIC members’ confidence in Astana’'s
implementation of the IOFS idea. On pragmatic grounds the new institution will also contribute to strengthening the global position of Kazakhstan as a food

producing powerhouse.

The new organization brings together Kazakhstan, Iran, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, Djibouti, Sudan, Somalia, the Union of the Comoros, Palestine,
Mauritania, Uganda, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Niger, Afghanistan, Surinam, Libya.
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IOFS, Islamic Organization for Food Security, Kazakhstan, OIC
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Gold remains
high on firm
global cues,
jewellers’ buying

NEW DELHI: Tracking a firm-
ing trend overseas and buying by
jewellers at domestic spot market,
gold prices rose further by Rs120
to Rs29,550 per ten grams at the
bullion market on Monday.

Silver, however, dropped by
Rs250 to Rs38,450 per kg due to
slackened buying support from
industrial units.

Bullion traders said a firming
global trend after demand for safe
haven picked up as the failure of
talks among oil producers to cap
output triggered a sell-off in crude
and equities, boosted sentiment in
gold here. Globally, gold advanced
0.5 per cent to $1,239.56 an ounce
in Singapore. In addition, increased
buying by jewellers and retailers to
meet wedding season demand also
supported the upside in gold prices,
they said. Press Trust of India
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Shoppers look at T-shirts at a D-Mart supermarket operated by Avenue Supermarts in Thane, Maharashtra.
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UAE-based
firm to invest
in Indian
healthcare

KOCHI: To set global benchmark
inhealthcare delivery, UAE-based
healthcare conglomerate VPS
Healthcare on Monday announced
it will enter India by acquiring
majority stake in Lakeshore Hos-
pital here.

VPS Healthcare, which willnow
be known as VPS Lakeshore, has
set aside Rs1,000 crore for their
expansion plans in India.

Announcing this, Shamsheer
Vayalil, managing director, VPS
Healthcare, said the acqulsltlon is
part of the ambitious expansion
plans VPS has chalked out for the
subcontinentin the nextfive years.

“With the acquisition, VPS
Lakeshore has become a part of
our global healthcare mission and
the new Rs300 crore block would
be open soon,” said Vayalil.

Indo-Asian News Service

sensex rallies for 4th straight day

Mood

MUMBAI: The market kept its
winning momentum going for
the fourth straight day as the
Sensex soared nearly 190 points
to end at 25,816 — a fresh over
three-and-a-half month high —
as investors lapped up Infosys’
upbeat revenue forecast and
industry-beating net profit for
January-March.

Mood has turned for the bet-
ter following positive macroeco-
nomic data, including a cooling
inflation and a forecast of an
above-normal monsoon thisyear,
kindling hopes of a higher growth
and more policy easing by the

has changed for the better following positive

Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

INFLATION

To add to the good news,
wholesale price-based inflation
in March remained in the nega-
tive zone for the 17th month in
a row at (-)0.85 per cent even
as prices of some food articles,
mainly pulses, turned costlier.

The NSE Nifty took back the
psychological 7,900-mark. IT,
realty, technology and FMCG
stocks led the charge, with
widespread gains.Throughout
the session, trading stayed posi-

tive. The Sensex ended higher by
189.61 points, 0.74 per cent, at
25,816.36 — its highest closing
since January 1 this year. The
30-share Sensex had gained over
952.91 points in the past three
sessions.

The NSE Nifty closed at
7,914.70,up 64.25 points, or 0.82
per cent. The second-largest IT
services company, Infosys, was
the clear winner as it shot up
5.70 per cent to close at a fresh
52-week high of INR 1,238.80
after it posted 16.2 per cent rise
in net profit at INR 3,597 crore
for the March quarter.

Infosys on Friday said, it
expected revenue for 2016-17 to
grow in the range of 11.5-13.5
per centin constant currency and
11.8-13.8 per cent in US dollar
terms, in line with industry esti-
mate of 10-12 per cent for the
fiscal. Earlier on, the stock of
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS)
tumbled 2.93 per cent after a US
grandjury awarded Epic Systems
$940 million in damages against
it and another group company
Tata America International Corp
in a trade secret lawsuit, but
recovered ahead of its results
due later in the day. It ended

macroeconomic data

almostflatat INR 2,522.40, down
0.03 per cent.

The country’s biggest cigarette
maker, ITC, jumped 1.33 per cent
to INR 335.35 after reports said,
the company would resume pro-
duction atits factories, two weeks
after it decided to shut its plants
over the government’s stringent
new packaging rules. A total of 16
rose out of the 30 in the Sensex
pack. Cipla, Bharti Airtel, HDFC,
Lupin and NTPC — all advanced.
BSErealtyindexjumped the most
by rising 4.40 per cent, followed
by IT 3.09 per cent and technology
2.92 per cent.

Broader markets ruled firm
too, with the mid-cap index
advancing 1.26 per cent and
small-cap 1.11 per cent. Foreign
investors net bought shares to
the tune of INR 644.27 crore
on April 13, showed provisional
data. Markets will remain closed
on Tuesday on account of ‘Maha-
vir Jayanti’.

Other Asian bourses ended
lower and Europe’s main stock
markets sank atthe start of trade
on Monday as talks in Qatar to
curb oiloutput collapsed, pushing
oil prices down further.

Press Trust of India

Pakistan needs
to focus on
‘efficiency-
driven’ economy

KARACHI: Pakistan’s Ministry
of Commerce has announced the
Strategic Trade Policy Framework
2015-2018 (STPF 2015-2018).

Although considerably delayed,
the document provides adirectionto
the policymakerstoenhance exports
from Pakistan. The statistics on
exports, however, do not paint a
promising picture.

Considering the data borrowed
from the International Trade Cen-
tre, the annual growth in global
exports from Pakistan between 2010
and 2014 is reported at 3 per cent,
lowerthanthe growthintotalglobal
exports reported at 5 per cent for
the same period. Thisindicates that
the share in global exports, albeit
negligible, will deteriorate further.

STPF 2015-2018 aims to reach
$35 billion by 2018 from approxi-
mately $25 billionin 2014 and seeks
a transition from a ‘factor-driven’
economy toan ‘efficiency-driven’and
‘innovation-driven’ economy.

A major concern on the composi-
tion of the products exported from
Pakistanisthattheylack sophistica-
tion, which exposes them to intense
competition from producers around
theworld, andlack diversification as
the number of products is limited.

Thislack of complexityisanindi-
cator of a ‘factor-driven’ economy,
as raw materials needed to produce
subsequent products domestically
are often exported.

In 2014, Pakistan was ranked
90th out of 124 countries on the eco-
nomiccomplexityindexasmeasured
by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
(developed by the Centre for Inter-
national Development at Harvard
University).

Internews

An employee works on a cotton processing machine in a factory in Mahalla, Egypt.

Bloomberg

Egypt's economy to grow 3.5 per cent: Poll

CAIRO: Egypt’s economy will
grow by just 3.5 per cent over the
2016/17 fiscal year, missing the
government’s target of 5.2 per
cent and dipping below last year’s
growth rate, a Reuters poll found.

The economy grew by about 4.2
per cent during the 2014/15 fiscal
year, the government has said.

Egypt’s fiscal year runs from
July through June.

Though the poll predicts that
economic output will dip during
the next financial year, it also sees
the economy picking back up in
2017/18 toreach 4 per cent growth.

The poll questioned 13 analysts

for the gross domestic product and
consumer price index and five on
the Egyptian pound.

“We expect this year is likely
to be a tough one for Egypt owing
to the short-term pain caused by
the devaluation of the pound and
the ongoingtroublesinthe tourism
sector,” said Jason Tuvey, Middle
East economist at London-based
Capital Economics.

“That said, we think the foun-
dations are starting to slowly fall
into place for a rebound in 2017.”

The central bank has been try-
ingtobalance the need for economic
growth while keeping inflation

risks at bay, but has been forced
to raise interest rates in recent
months to dampen price rises.

It raised key interest rates by
50 basis pointsin December, citing
inflationary pressures.

In March, it raised interest
rates by 150 basis points to avoid
fuelling price rises after devalu-
ing the currency by 12 per cent.
Analysts polled put core inflation,
which removes volatile food items
like fruits and vegetables, at 11
per cent for the coming fiscal year.

That would be an increase from
the currentlevel, whichreached an
annualrate of 8.4 per centin March.

“As for inflation, we think that
the fall in the pound has further
to run and that will keep inflation
elevated at least for the start of
next year, before it then begins to
grind lower,” said Tuvey.

The analysts polled predicted
that the Egyptian pound would
weaken in the coming financial
year, reaching 9 pounds to the
dollar in 2016/17 and 9.5 the year
after.

The official pound rate is now
8.87tothedollar, while on theblack
market the rate is about 10.25 to
the greenback.

Reuters

Intel set to
expand in
India, says
top executive

NEW DELHI: The chip-making
giantIntelis all settoinvest further
inthecountry tosupportthe “Digital
India” initiative and there may not
be any job cuts in the country, a top
Intel executive has said.

“I hope the company grows in
India and I suppose they are not
making any job cuts here,” Thaine
Creitz, Director of Consumer Tech-
nical Marketing at Intel, told IANS
on the sidelines of the Intel tech-
nology and innovation tour India
2016 here.

After announcing the departure
of its two top executives in teh US
last week, Intel was reportedly pre-
paringtocutthousandsofjobsacross
its business units globally by the
year-end, media reports had said.

The worldwide cutbacks would
reduce employment in some parts
of the business by double-digit per-
centages.

The planned downsizing of Intel
operations could begin soon afterthe
global giantreportsits first-quarter
financialresultson April 19, though
sources say timing and specifics
remain fluid, the reports said.

Creitz, however, said the num-
ber of retailers and opportunities is
growing in India and, personally,
the company’s investment for India
will grow exponentially in the near
future.

Talking about more on job cuts,
he told TANS: “I do not have any
details which organisations would
follow this procedure.

Many of organisations have mul-
tiple sites, so if we have people in
California and China, replication of
some job sites is possible. So the
company is streamlining this.”

Indo-Asian News Service

0IC conference in

BY SAJJAD AHMAD

DUBAI: The 7th Session of the
Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) Ministerial Conference
on Food Security and Agricultural
Development and the Inaugural
General Assembly of the Islamic
Organization for Food Security
(IOFS) will discuss the challenges
and opportunities tofood securityin
Islamic world in Astana, Republic
of Kazakhstan.

The Conference will be hosted
by the Ministry of Agriculture of
the Republic of Kazakhstan in
coordination with the General
Secretariat of the Organization of

Islamic Cooperation (OIC) from
April,26-28 2016.

During the sitting it is planned
to elect the members, director gen-
eral and chairman ofthe Executive
Board of the Islamic Organization
for Food Security, approve the
internal regulations of the orga-
nization’s secretariat and agree on
thebasicdirections ofthe organiza-
tion’s activity.

The Conference will act as aplat-
form for continued dialogue and
increased cooperation between the
OIC member countries and their
partners towards promoting the
sustainable agricultural develop-
ment and eradication of hunger
and undernourishment. The estab-
lished OIC’sinstitution will enable

Astana to highlight food security challenges

to coordinate efforts of member
states in the agricultural sector, to
develop strategies of development
of the agro-industrial complex, to
give technical assistance, and also
to undertake practical measures
for addressing such challenges as
hunger and malnutrition. It willnot
onlyidentify and monitor food secu-
rity in its member states, but will
also implement practical policies
and programmes to achieve goals
and objectives containedinitschar-
ter. The Conference aims atsharing
the best practices and experience
in food security and agricultural
development among the member
countries and strengthening their
collaboration and cooperation with
the relevant regional and interna-

tional organizations. The prepara-
tions for the First General Assem-
bly of the Islamic Organization for
Food Security (IOFS) and the pro-
posed five year Plan of Action of the
IOF'S are further to be discussed
in the Conference.

The institution was first pro-
posed by Kazakhstan President
Nursultan Nazarbayev in 2011 at
the 38th session of the meeting of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the
OIC held in Astana and its imple-
mentation was one of the main pri-
orities of Astana’s OIC chairman-
ship from June 2011 to November
2012. The charter,name, goals and
objectives, legal status and func-
tioning processes of the IOF'S were
agreed upon atameetingin Astana

ondJune 11-12,2013. It was agreed
that the IOFS should become an
independent international organ-
isation headquartered in Astana,
withthe same diplomaticimmunity
as the OIC. On January 13, 2015
the headquarters ofthe Secretariat
of the Organization of the Islamic
Cooperation(OIC)inJeddah, Saudi
Arabia, hosted the expert meeting
of the OIC member countries at
the initiative of Kazakhstan to
discuss establishing of an Islamic
Organization for Food Security
(IOFS)under OIC and preparation
for hosting its General Assembly.
All OIC member states, which
took part in the event, expressed
readiness to give full support to
Kazakhstan in establishing and

subsequent effective operation of
the IOFS

The initiative of the Republic
of Kazakhstan is based on the
consecutive position of Kazakh-
stan about the need to ensure a
sustainable development around
the globe, where one of the main
conditions is food security.

Completing the process of
legally establishing such an inter-
national institution in such a short
time, deciding on the costs of the
secretariat for its first three years
of work and appointing a national
coordinator were taken as firm
steps on the part of Kazakhstan
and increased OIC members’ con-
fidencein Astana’simplementation
of the IOF'S idea.
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Early Times
Was Hindu fascism
responsible for killing
of 120 people in 2010?
W'.:ﬁz Ao s e b e

police in the summer of 2010 was it

the result of Hindu fascism ? This question
has to be replied by the Chairman Jammu

R.B. SURI

mmediately after taking over
I[he reigns of the state of Jammu

and Kashmir as the Chief
Minister, Mehbooba Mufti totally
turned as positive. Instead of enter-

trative personalities of the country
for devising the means and meas-
ures for the overall development of
the state his  strategy  of
Mehbooba would certainly yield
positive results for the state in the
days to come . Since she is new 1o

ing into
with the Central Government |
chose to have a whirl wind tour to
New Delhi for three davs ( since
Civil Secretariat was off for five
days due to holidays in the state )
and she thought it better to project
the state problems in person and
pleading on this score in the right

the ative set up of the state
as she has not shared the power ear-
lier. she should maintain the same
tempo in meeting the central lead-
ers regularly.

‘With this approach, she will
succeed in building up the well rap-
port with the people at the helm of
afTai he national level . She

of the state he fulfilled his commit-
ment. This was his farsighted
approach which vielded the results
ultimately . With the opening of
Muzafrabad and Poonch routes to
POK for trade activities and move-
of the subjects across the
LOC and other parts of PAK, the
people felt jubilant when they start-
ed getting the goods and other
items of their dire needs and meet-
ing with their kith and kins casily
after decades

Exactly on the same pattern, the
people of the other regions whose
boundaries fall in line with the

her father Mufti Sahib cannot be
filled up by her daughter Mehbooba
Mufli who is the Chief Minister of
the state but certainly

& can be min-

Therefore , the God has provided
her the chance to win win the situa-
tion in the state While sanctioning
the DA effecting from July last for

imized
the del
deserving people of the
Sahib had established
ability in all the three regions of the
state - Jammu ., Ladhakh and
Kashmir but she is still to proceed
ahead in that direction successfully.
Seeing her style of functioning dur-
ing the last fortnight after assuming
the charge of the Chief Minist
the state of Jammu and Kashmir

m the matlers

the and the

of the state , she has given the relief”
and bonanza to the Senior and old
age pensioners of the government
on_account of additional pension
20,30.40.50 and 100 percent for
B0,85,90,95 and 100 years old pen-
sioners in accordance with the 6th
CPC which the pensioners of the
Central Government are already
metting the same . Yesterday only
she imparted the directions and

= b carnest - In New Delhi. she met the  should wisit New Delhi atleastonce  LOC want the same treatment to  has been felt that she is trying her  strict orders that _ the wrengdeers
Kashmir National Front,Nayeem Ahmed Khan. | President  of India Parnab  in a month . To carry the legacy of  them expeditiously . Instead of best to keep the people in good  and the land mafia should not so
He did not issue a statement holding Hindu Mukherjee Prime  Minister  her  beloved father ~ Mufti  opening of many routes for trade mood against her | So she is ensur-  scot free and directed the top func-

Narender Modi. Arun Jaitely, Mohammed Sayeed forward in the  and mavement. she should concen-  ing that no body feels allergic  tionaries of the police and civil

fascism responsible for the killing of 120 people

E ] 2 5 5 Rainath Singh . Venkeiya Naidu, right earnest, she should carry on  trate first on Suchet Garh Jammu - about her as far as possible It has  administrarion that in future if any
in police action.Was it because  National | Samriti Irani . Sushma Sawaraj . doing the activities vigorously. Her  Sialkot route, Jhangar - Mowshera  also been noficed that she has  sort of illegal encroachment of the
Conference headed a coalition Government in Nitin Gadkari and others . While  father Mufti Mohammed Sayeed route in Rajouni [istrict and  applied self restraints while government land is noticed the

T i having the due deliberation created the history in 2002 when he  Kargil-Sakardu route in Kargil addressing the media persons in  SSPs ., SPs and the DCs would be
alliance with fhe Congress.It seems SO on she plended the issucs facing  succeeded in uprooting the Sheikhn  District . Thersfore i becomes order to avoid sny controversy held responsible. She asked the

because Nayeem Khan may be considering the

the state strongly and wanted

National Conference and the Co more

and suitable solution

PRrOF

dynastic  Rule
Conference in

National
state and

most important for her 1o 1ake the
things to the logical conclusions at

between her
Government

and the Central
Now it is her upmaost

concerned DCs and the SSPs for
ensuring the strict compliance of

secular than the PDP or there was no BJP In this way of projecting the  remained successful in opening the  the earliest task to build up the acceptability as  her directions on this seore

5% ool things in the sight eamest, she  Muzafrabad route in POK for trade Like her father , she should pur-  the popular Chief Minister of the From all this, it appears that she
sharing power then.Among all the Kashmiri§ . cuid cerainly atiract the immedi-  and visiting their respective sides  sue with the centre to resume peace  state . There is a famous story of has changed herself and become
separatists Nayeem Khan is considered to be a ate attentions of the authorities of by the subjects of the state to meet  dialogue with PAK at the earliest Hare and the Tortoise with the serious in delivering the goods to
well read person after Syed Ali Shah Geelani. the Central Government in solving  their kith and kins in POK and vice possible enal the calm .peace moral as slow and steady wins the  the society and chose to keep the

He is treated as one among a few separatists
with rationale thinking like that of Prof. Abdul
Gani Bhat.And one would have not expected
Nayeem Ahmed Khan to trigger trouble by

the important matters pertaining to
the state of Jammu and Kashmir
speedily. Projecting the things in
person would certainly reduce the
communication gap to the large

versa. This is still open and the sys-
tem is going well leaving aside few
instances of closure of the said
route . Mufli's PDP contested the
Assembly elections in 2002 with

and stability the subcontinent
and at the same time she should

<ify the separatists of the valley
1o soften their stand in the overall
interests of the state and its subjects

race . Exactly, she should follow
the same as there is no fun in going
as panicky and loosing the ground .
Always over vocal ness be avaided
while dealing with the cemtre. It

distance from the media in order to
avoid any sort of misunderstanding
between her and the Central
Government Now only the time
will tell as to how far she succeeds

- i . : extent resulting which the solution  the main plank that if voted to aswell . In addition to this, she has  would be in her interest. Moving  in building her reputation as the
holding the Hindu fascists responsible for the | 10 every problem would be possible  power they  will open the pleaded with the PM Modi for ahead with this approach , she Chief Minister in all the regions in
killing of five innocent people.He should have for the overall betterment of the Muzafrabad route for trade and  declaring two smart cities - Jaimmu  would certainly win the situation the state?

subjects of the state . She has wain-  easy movement of its subjects to  and  Srinagar in Jammu and In the days to come there will be (The author is a former KAS

gone through the statement of the PDREyouth
wing Chief, Wahed-ur-Rehman Parra whose
statement carried sense when he said that
when boys try fo attack the Army units the
troops will not sit silent,they will retaliate and
that is what has happened in Kupwara
Terming the killing of five unarmed civilians
and injuring dozens at the hands of the men in
uniform in Kupwara district, as revenge from
Kashmiris for their pro-freedom stance Jammu
Kashmir National Front chairman Nayeem

fully utilized her precious time in
meeting the political and adminis-

POK instead of Wagah Border
When her father assumed the reins

Kashmir state ‘The gap created by
the sudden and untimely death of

no opponent to her in the state and
she would be liked by everybody

afficer and a Socio economic /
Political Colicnmist )

What will Parrikar achieve in China?

Srikanth Kondapalli

efence Minister Manohar
DParrlkar and General Fan
Changlong, viee-chairman
of China's powerful Central

tary Commission, November

suggested that China is a 'friend.’
Muk

logues, seven of them concluded
by 2015

On the Chinese side only three
defence ministers thought it fit 10

between the Indian and Chinese
armies, April 14, 2016

A nine-member Indian military
delegation headed by Northern
Army Commander Lieutenant
General D S Hooda visited Beijing
and the Lanzhou Military Regions

ISLAMIC ORGANIZATION FOR
FOOD SECURITY- CURTAINS TO
KAZAKHSTAN

Nazarbayewv in 2011 at the 38th ses-

Musavir Wani

jhe Tth Session of Organization

Ahmad Khan has appealed to the inferna- 0-50'15- 5 S visit India -- Chi Haotian in  in China from December 14 to 19, of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)  Astana and its implementation was
. efence inister anchar September 1994, Cao Gangchuan 2015 This is the first visit from Ainistenial Conference on one of the m riorities of Astana’s
tional brethren to come fo the rescue of B o, i1 s embarked on his  in sareh 2004 and L ang Guanglie  this area afler Lieutenant General | Food Security and Agricultural o[(-uhﬁ.ma“bh.r,’,fmm June 2011 1o

Kashmiri people.”Kashmiri people are the vic-
tims of the so called Indian 'natienal interest
and Hindu fascism, so infernational communi-
1Ty must take a strong note of the civilian killings
in Kashmir to stop New Delhi and its local col-
laboraters from further killings,” Khan said in
his appeal during his continuous house deten-
n. He termed the latest killings and resfric-
ns on commen people as a blot on Indian
democracy, and said it was high time for Indian

maiden visit to China, with meet-
ings at Shanghai, Beijing and
Chengdu. Parrikar's visit could
yield significant results in the
bilateral military cooperation with
Chin.

Significant aspects of the visit
include furthering the modalities
to implement the 2013 Border
Defence Cooperation Agreement,
BDCA, and control periodic bor-
der transgressions on the unde-
fined borders, establishing regular

in September 2012,

After the 'thres consensus' --
border stability, economic cooper-
ation and expanding people-to-
people cooperation - arrived at by
Prime Minister Narendra Madi
and President Xi Jinping in
September 2014 and furthered in
May 2015, and to reduce the mis-
perceptions caused by the
September and November 2015
border transgressions at Chumar in
the Western sector, General Fan

S Jaswal. the then Northern
Army Commander, was denied a
visa by the Chinese government in
2010 and that led to fieezing of
military relations between the two
sides
Between the two armies, five
d-in-hand' joint
1sm  operations were held tll
October 2015, although the con-
tent of these operations remain
cosmetic in nature due to Chinese
sensitivities towards Pakistan on

Development “and  the Tnau;
General Assembly of the Islam;
Organization for Food Security
(IOFS) will be concurrently held in
Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan dur-
ing the period 26-28 April 2016 The
Conference will be hosted by the
Ministry  of Agriculture of the

epublic of Kazakhstan in coordina-
tion with the General Secretariat of
the Organization  of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC} During the sitting
it is planned to elect the members,

November 20112 The charter, name,
goals and ebjectives, legal status and
functioning processes. of the I0FS
were agreed upon al a meeting in
Astana on June 11-12, 2013, It was
agreed that the JIOFS should becom:
an independent internaticnal orga
zation headquartered in Asmna, with
ihe same diplomatic immunity as the
OIC. On January 13, 2015 the head-
quarters of the Scoretariat of the
Organization of the Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) in Jeddah, Saudi

af

civil society fo come out against New at the arrived at Delhi with a 26-member  the issue director general aé| cfmlrmm- ffrhe Arabia. hosted the expert mesting
levels between the Director delegation Howe the recent Chinese Executive Boar the Islamic  the OIC member cou at the &
Delhi.Nayeem Khan should have not lost sight § - (000, | 07 Military Operations Apart from expanding visits ‘techmical hold' at the Umited | Organization for Food Securit dative of Kazakhstan todiscuss estab-

of assurances given by the senior functionaries
of the Army besides the Defence Minister that
proper enquiry will be held and if some
Armymen will be found guilty of wviclating
human rights they would be punished. Senior

and at the tactical levels on the
borders, and other measures,
Bening he is expested to
hold discussions with his counter-
part Chang Wanquan. Unlike
Parrikar, China's defence minister

and enhancing communications,
Parrikar's visit is also expected to

Nations over Lashkar-e-Tayiba
terrorist Zaki-ur Rehman Lakh
Jaish-e-Moh

enhance 'constructive Il t
between the two militaries. Given
the 1962 border clash freeze, such
cooperatian, however, is expected

3 terrorst
Masood Azhar could hardly figure
in Parrikar's talks in China. This is
a topic possibly reserved for

approve the internal regulations of the
organization's secretariat and agree on
the basic directions of the organiza-
tion's activity.

ce will act as a plat-
for comtinued dialogue and
increased cooperation between  the

lishing of an Islamic Organization for
Food Security (1OFS) under OIC and
preparation for hosting its General
Assembly. All OIC member states,
which ook part in the event
expressed readiness (o give full sup-
port to Kazakhstan in establishing

Arm officers had  assured Chief ] s not powerful and acts as a fig- 10 be incremental Mational Security Advisor Ajit i« 1
MTni)s(mrMehboobu Muft that if any Armyman | trehead A few recent events have sug-  Doval to address during his visit to | ©1C member couniries and their part-  and subsequent effective operation of
4 Y Y More significant meetings will  gested to i i i Beijing sep this week ners towards promoting the susiain-  the IOFS

was held responsible for molesting a girl he
would not be spared.The girl from Handwara
has set all speculation at rest when she told the
Chief judicial Magistrate in Srinagar that she
was not molested by an Armyman but by two
local youths.

Reports seem suspicious.On one hand the
police authorities say that the girl and her
father have been taken into preventive cus-
tody.on the other hand separatists and mis-
chief mongers allege that he father and his

be with the first Vice-Chairman of
the Central Military Commission,
General Fan Chanlong. who visit-
ed India reportedly at his own ini-
tiative last November.

The Chengdu visit is also sig-
nificant as it has now become the
integrated headquarters for the
Western Theatre Command since
December 2015 and has military
operational jurisdiction owver areas
contiguous to the entire Indian
borde

Parrikar is not the first defence

¥ 2 P
though. First. the Indian annual
reports of the defence ministry,
which from 1962 labeled China as
a 'long-term threat', relented in
2016 with no mention of threat,
although it called recent Chinese
border transgressions as ‘assertive’
in nature.

Secondly, Air Chief Marshal
Arup Raha, the air chief, on
November 28, 2015 said "We do
not look at China as an adversary
anymore ' India and China, ACM
Raha felt, should establish mature

As China itself had expanded
military cooperation with the
United States during the Soviet
occupation of Afghanistan and
also during Xi Jinping's recent
visit to the United States, the US
India Logistics Support
Agreement could also hardly fig-
ure in talks with the Chinese

The two navies also have insti-
tuted ‘search-and-rescue’ opera
tions  since November
although they did not graduate
towards intensive naval exercises.

able agricultural development and
eradication of hunger and undernour-
ishment. The established OIC's insti-
tution will enable to coordinate efforts
of member states in the agricultural
sector, 1o develop strategies of devel-
opment of the agro-industrial com-
plex. ta give technical . and

The initiative of the Republic of
Kazakhsian is based on the consecu-
tive position of Kazakhstan about the
need 10 ensure a sustainable develop-
ment around the globe, where one of
the main conditions is food security
Completing the process of legally

also to ractical

such an

i
for addressing such challenges as
hunger and malnutrition. It will not
anly identify and monitor food secu-
rity in its member states, but will also
implement practical policies and pro-
grammes to achieve goals and cbjec-

in such a short time, decid-
ing on the costs of the secretariat for
its first three vears of work and
appointing a national coordinator
were taken as firm steps on the part
of Kazakhstan and increased OIC
members’ confidence in_Astana's

; . minister to visit China. K C Pant  political relations. Parrikar himself  India had proposed 'mules of | oo e B e ’ 2

daughter have been defained.The police | [UC™,' S0 L™k “hom 1 Mareh 2015 expresacd ropes of  cnaerent bween e two | i comained i e charier e implementation of he TOTS dea On

seem to correct to a large extent.Since thel Pyonyang in 1987, fallowed by the border dispute with  navies to overcome any aecidental | practices and experience In Food o T

rumour mongers had alleged that the girl was | Sharad Pawar in July 1092, fallout between their respective || security and agricultural development  goir 1 B 30 SR (0 SRS
2 George Fernandes i April 2003, cte s 2h s E - o i % =

molested by the Armyman and the video pre- | BETET (iliheree in May 2006 b refleed b forterin e o o e e o o | amang the member countries and K aksian as a food producing

pared by the police exposed the rumour mon-
gers because the girl had alleged that a local
youth had tried to molest her.And after four

and A K Antony in July 2013

uning  Pawar's  visit the
Chinese side proposal to sell mili-
tary equipment was turned down

to expand hotlines, flag meetings
and border personnel meeting {in
order to 'conduct non contact games
and joint celebration of festivals')

v
the ‘joint maritime cooperation'
mechanism exists under the for-
ministry's jurisdiction,

A major weak spot in the bilat-

cooperation with the relevant n
al and international organizations
The preparations for the Firss General
Assembly of the Islamic Organization

powerhause

The new organization brings
together Kazakhstan, Iran, Turkey.
the United Arab Emirates, Djibouti,

days the mother of the girl gefs active and | with their quality problems. After  and ‘other measures. Already. the eral military cooperation is in the | for Food Security (IOFS)and the pro.  Suden. Somalia, the Union of the
says that the cops forced the girl to change || making the 'potential enemy num-  fifih border personnel meeting more offensive mir-to-air and | posed five year Plan of Action of the ~ {OMaros, Balestine.  Mauriiania,
her statement. One police officer has asked ber one’ statement pnecedm‘ the  pont m the Ladakh sector com- strategic forces. While both air TOFS are further to be discussed in GE' bia G P B o

= 1998 nuclear tests, Fernandes’ visit  menced in August 2015 soon after  forces observed b the C DI, Smnea, e sl

“where was the mother of the girld for all
these four days ? Why did not she asserfed
on day one that the cops had forced her
daughter to change her statement ? There
are some gaps in the sequence of events
which make the issues suspicious.Kashmir
has a 27-year long history.If the youth clash
with the security forces some of them get
killed.As per the events of the past 27 years
whenever police or paramilitary forces were
stoned and were beaten up by the irate youth
with lathis or stones death would become
inevitable,death of boys.This is what hap-

during the SARS epidemic earned
him accolades also because he

Madi's visit to Beijing in May.
A border personnel meeting

vres, these remain elementary.
{ Comrtesy rediff com )

The institution was first proposed
by Kazakhstan President Nursultan

Mali, Miger, Afghanistan. Surinam,
Libya.

SHIFTING OF ART
TREASURE OF JAMMU

Sir.

This refers to the news published in Daily
Excelsior, 1§ April. 2016, 'Art treasure of Jammu
taken avay to Kashmir' 1tis shocking news
for Jammuties and it expose hidden sgenda of

bein,

with Dy
‘nominali
taken 5o

and not

Kashmir don

sion and now assured 1w act afier consultation
M. This semchow is alse due ta her

‘election’ that matters are
iehily in the minisiry, she controls and
also reflects on her incfliciency in handling
sensitive issues of Jammu concern. This all is now
after being cxposcd of their hand in glove with
ated palitics and we place all such
minds as traitor and slaughters of Dogra culture

surrendered 1o Kashmir polities for their personal
gains and not for the Jammu cause. hence they
cannot muster courage (o oppose such move fron
the Kashmir centric politics. Ulimatch we have ta
register our veice (o resist such move of shifting
Jammu Treasure to Kashmir without wailing for
some salace from the Jammu lcadership, Why no
voice has boen raised by any organizalion propa-
gating their much concem for the Jammu Culture is

Jan

We expect a timely and rightful decision from the
zovernment in this re
v Forced by
Jammu and officers of the Academy. will resorl i
on agitation path like "AIIMS” row which was also
thrusted upon us by same mindiess leadership of
Sammu in carlicr coal

efore the people of
the inefficient leadership of

ition sovemment like this onc:

which stand wo1ally surrendered 1o Kashmir leader-
ship for playing with the sentiments of the voters

BELIEYE IN POSSIBILITIES... EXPLAINING TRUTH

[ror < P15 ~ 2016 |

E-paper Home

Main Home

which have scated them on these ministerial births
net w sell out the sentiments of Jammuties but for
preserving the interests of the Jammu

More shocking is the reason shown behind this
shifting of Jammu Treasure is 'Inadequate space
and hostile weather' is not digestible, where facts

also disturbing. The ignorance shown by the
istrator of the 'Kala Kendra Jammu' about
the dezision of shifting of this art to Kashmir by the

Kashmir centric politics and another link in the
chain of depriving Jammu of its culty
and of'its proud and valuable contributs

pened for five months in the summer of 2010
and this is what is going on in various parts of

Kashmir during the last three months.Enough shameful act is that the incumbent minister  are that the political mind of Kashmir is always  Academy is nothing but reflocts his least concern Yours ete.
is enough.Let better sense dawn on people responsible for the culture and that too from  hostile towards Jammu and Jammu political pun-  abeut the academy affairs and he cannot be Mahadeep Singh Jamwal,
which alone could ensure peace Jammu has shown her ignorance about the deci- dits sent to Assembly may be from any party have  absolved of the hand in glove about this decision. Udhampur.
Edited. Printed, Published and Owned by B.L. GUPTA, OFFICE: Maharaja Gulab Singh Road-Extension (Samadhian Road). Jewel Chowk, Jammu., Editorial: 2565995
Email: times_carly@gmail com PRINTED AT: Early Times Printing Press, Samadhian Road, Jammu. Responsible for selection of News under the
PRB Act. RNI No. : JKENG 2002/7815, Postal Licence No, : JK-222/02. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent courts and forums 1 Jammu City.
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ISLAMIC ORGANIZATION FOR FOOD SECURITY- CURTAINS

TO BE RAISED IN KAZAKHSTAN

08:06 pm UTC 19 Apr, 2016
By Musavir Wani

The 7th Session of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Ministerial Conference on Food
Security and Agricultural Development and the Inaugural General Assembly of the Islamic
Organization for Food Security (IOFS) will be concurrently held in Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan
during the period 26-28 April 2016. The Conference will be hosted by the Ministry of Agriculture of the
Republic of Kazakhstan in coordination with the General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC). During the sitting it is planned to elect the members, director general and
chairman of the Executive Board of the Islamic Organization for Food Security, approve the intemal
regulations of the organization’s secretariat and agree on the basic directions of the organization’s
activity.

The Conference will act as a platform for continued dialogue and increased cooperation between the
OIC member countries and their partners towards promoting the sustainable agricultural development
and eradication of hunger and undemourishment. The es tablished OIC'’s institution will enable to
coordinate efforts of member states in the agricultural sector, to develop strategies of development of
the agro-industrial complex, to give technical assistance, and also to undertake practical measures
for addressing such challenges as hunger and malnutrition. It will not only identify and monitor food
security in its member states, but will also implement practical policies and programmes to achieve
goals and objectives contained in its charter. The Conference aims at sharing the best practices and
experience in food security and agricultural development among the member countries and
strengthening their collaboration and cooperation with the relevant regional and international
organizations. The preparations for the First General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food
Security (IOFS) and the proposed five year Plan of Action of the IOFS are further to be discussed in
the Conference.

The institution was first proposed by Kazakhstan President Nursultan Nazarbayev in 2011 at the 38th
session of the meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the OIC held in Astana and its implementation
was one of the main priorities of Astana’s OIC chairmanship from June 2011 to November 2012. The
charter, name, goals and objectives, legal status and functioning processes of the IOFS were agreed
upon at a meeting in Astana on June 11-12, 2013. It was agreed that the IOFS should become an
independent intemational organisation headquartered in Astana, with the same diplomatic immunity
as the OIC. On January 13, 2015 the headquarters of the Secretariat of the Organization of the Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, hosted the expert meeting of the OIC member countries at
the initiative of Kazakhstan to discuss establishing of an Islamic Organization for Food Security
(IOFS) under OIC and preparation for hosting its General Assembly. All OIC member states, which
took part in the event, expressed readiness to give full support to Kazakhstan in establishing and
subsequent effective operation of the IOFS.

The initiative of the Republic of Kazakhstan is based on the consecutive position of Kazakhstan about
the need to ensure a sustainable development around the globe, where one of the main conditions is
food security.

Completing the process of legally establishing such an intemational institution in such a short time,
deciding on the costs of the secretariat for its first three years of work and appointing a national
coordinator were taken as firm steps on the part of Kazakhstan and increased OIC members’
confidence in Astana’s implementation of the IOFS idea. On pragmatic grounds the new institution will
also contribute to strengthening the global position of Kazakhstan as a food producing powerhouse.
The new organization brings together Kazakhstan, Iran, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, Djibouti,
Sudan, Somalia, the Union of the Comoros, Palestine, Mauritania, Uganda, Burkina Faso, Sierra
Leone, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Niger, Afghanistan, Surinam, Libya.

.| »

Modi says ‘there is a
mini India in Jammu
and Kashmir’

Jammu: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today reached out to the
youth in Jammu and Kashmir,
which he said represented a “mini
India”, and urged them to “dream
to do something and not to
become someone” as he
dedicated a super specialty
hospital to the people of the state.
“The 21st Century belongs to
those who FuLL STORY

Modi invokes Vajpayee,
Mufti for Kashmir’s
peace and development

Asks youth to ‘dream to do
something’ Jammu: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday reached out to youth of
Jammu and Kashmir and invoked
his predecessor Atal
BiharVajpayee and the late chief
minister Mufti Mohammed Sayeed
for “peace and dewelopment” in the
state still reeling under a fresh
bout of violence that saw five
people FULL STORY

= Pain in Kashmir's heart must
be addressed: Mehbooba

= Ahead of Modi's Katra visit,
India-Pak troops exchange fire

= Army chief visits Kupwara,
assesses situation
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MEET TO DISCUSS WAYS T0 DEVELOP SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

& Admin @ April 21,2016 @8 Regional News

Dr Abdulrahim Abdulwhahid
Emirates Business

The 7th Session of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Ministerial Conference on Food Security and Agricultural Development and the
Inaugural General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) will be concurrently held in Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan, between
April 26-28. The Conference will be hosted by the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan in coordination with the General Secretariat of
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). During the sitting, it is planned to elect the members, director general and chairman of the Executive
Board of the Islamic Organization for Food Security, approve the internal regulations of the organization’s secretariat and agree on the basic directions
of the organization’s activity.

The Conference will act as a platform for continued dialogue and increased cooperation between the OIC member countries and their partners towards
promoting the sustainable agricultural development and eradication of hunger and

undernourishment.

The established OIC's institution will enable to coordinate efforts of member states in the agricultural sector, to develop strategies of development of
the agro-industrial complex, to give technical assistance, and also to undertake practical measures for addressing such challenges as hunger and
malnutrition. It will not only identify and monitor food security in its member states, but will also implement practical policies and programmes to
achieve goals and objectives contained in its

charter.

The Conference aims at sharing the best practices and experience in food security and agricultural development among the member countries and
strengthening their collaboration and cooperation with the relevant regional and international organizations. The preparations for the First General
Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) and the proposed five year Plan of Action of the IOFS are further to be discussed in the
Conference.

The institution was first proposed by Kazakhstan President Nursultan Nazarbayev in 2011 at the 38th session of the meeting of Ministers of Foreign
Affairs of the OIC held in Astana and its implementation was one of the main priorities of Astana’s OIC chairmanship from June 2011 to November
2012. The charter, name, goals and objectives, legal status and functioning processes of the IOFS were agreed upon at a meeting in Astana on June 11-
12, 2013. It was agreed that the IOFS should become an independent international organisation headquartered in Astana, with the same diplomatic
immunity as the OIC. On January 13, 2015 the headquarters of the Secretariat of the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, hosted the expert meeting of the OIC member countries at the initiative of Kazakhstan to discuss establishing of an Islamic Organization for
Food Security (IOFS) under OIC and preparation for hosting its General Assembly. All OIC member states, which took part in the event, expressed
readiness to give full support to Kazakhstan in establishing and subsequent effective operation of the IOFS.

The initiative of the Republic of Kazakhstan is based on the consecutive position of Kazakhstan about the need to ensure a sustainable development
around the globe, where one of the main conditions is food security.

Completing the process of legally establishing such an international institution in such a short time, deciding on the costs of the secretariat for its first
three years of work and appointing a national coordinator were taken as firm steps on the part of Kazakhstan and increased OIC members’ confidence
in Astana’s implementation of the IOFS idea. On pragmatic grounds the new institution will also contribute to strengthening the global position of
Kazakhstan as a food producing powerhouse.

The new organization brings together Kazakhstan, Iran, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, Djibouti, Sudan, Somalia, the Union of the Comoros,
Palestine, Mauritania, Uganda, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Niger, Afghanistan, Surinam, Libya.
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VISION DOCUNMIENT also alluded to developing building standards that will facilitate the adoption of broadband networks

KSA's Vision 2030 emphasises
on digital infrastructure

National council to be formed to supervise digital transformation

MEED

Saudi Arabia has set out a target for
at least 90 per cent of all residential
units in its dense cities and 66 per
cent elsewhere to be connected to a
high-speed broadband network over
the next 15 years, according to the
Vision 2030 document.

To achieve this, the vision state-
ment stated that a partnership
with the private sector will be
sought. "We will be partnering
with the private sector to develop
the telecommunications and infor-
mation technology infrastructure,
especially high-speed broadband,
expanding its coverage and capac-
ity ... and improving its quality.”

Vision 2030 stressed that a so-
phisticated digital infrastructure is
integral in advanced industrial ac-
tivities, and will contribute in at-
tracting investors and ultimately
enhancing the kingdom’s economic
competitiveness.

The statement also alluded to

will
broadband networks.

developing building standards that
facilitate the adoption of

The statement addressed the

need to establish a robust legisla-

Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 document stresses on most of the country to be connected to a
high-speed broadband network over the next 15 years

tive framework to enable the es-
tablishment of sophisticated digital
infrastructure. It said a national
council will be formed to assist the

W Private sector will be
tapped to develop
telecoms and information
technology infrastructure

W Riyadh has set a target
for 90 per cent of
residences in dense cities
have high-speed
broadband

“...We will improve our regulations
and establish an effective partner-

ship with telecom operators
to better develop this critical infra-
structure.”

Lastly, the statement indicated
that the kingdom will support local
investments in the telecommunica-
tions and information technology

Saudi Arabia’s ‘Vision’ boosts
Mecca Metro prospects

Project will help increase number
of visitors to holy sites

MEED

Comments included in Riyadh Vision
2030 document will enhance the expec-
tation of contract awards this year for
the construction and delivery of the
Mecca Metro scheme. The economic
road map released on April 25 says that
the project is a key part of the govern-
ment’s commitment to improving trans-
port and other facilities at holy sites as it
seeks to increase the number of Umrah
pilgrims from 8 million to 30 million a
year. “We have launched the Mecca
Metro project to complement the rail-
road and train projects that will serve
visitors to the holy mosques and holy
sites. We have reinforced the network of
our transport system to facilitate access
and help pilgrims perform their visits
with greater ease and convenience,” the
Vision 2030 document said.

MEED reported in early April that the
four contracts for the delivery of Mecca
Metro are still awaiting final sign-off from
Saudi Arabia’s Royal Court.

The contracts include two civil works
packages for lines B and C, as well as the
systems and rolling stock deals.

In July 2015, a consortium of Spain’s
Isolux Corsan, the local Haif Contracting,
and Turkey’s Kolin said it had been se-

lected as the preferred bidder for the first
civil works package. According to a state-
ment on Isolux Corsan’s website at the
time, the consortium has put forward a
proposal for lines B and C valued at
SR9.95bn ($2.6bn). The Spanish-led team
has also been invited for negotiations for
the first-phase contracts for lines B and C.

For the second civil works package, itis
understood a joint venture of Spain’s As-
signia and Turkey’s Mapa submitted the
lowest offer at SR3.5bn.

A joint venture of local contractor Al-
Saad, France’s Alstom and the UAE’s
Drake & Scull is understood to be the low
bidder for the systems package.

Lines B and C comprise 23 kilometres
of underground track and 22km of at-
grade and elevated track, as well as 22
stations. The Mecca Metro’s two remain-
ing lines, A and D, are still under study.
Mecca is home to the only operational
urban light rail in the kingdom, the 18km
Al-Mashaer monorail - often referred to
as the pilgrim metro — which connects
Saudi Arabia’s holy sites. It was completed
in 2012 and constructed at a cost of
$1.8bn. The metro operates only seven
days a year, during the hajj season, and is
capable of transporting 72,000 passen-
gers an hour. It also requires 5,000 staff to
operate during this period.

kingdom’s digital transformation.

sectors.

Dubai set to tender
waste-to-energy plan

MEED

= Client is planning to
issue tender docu-
ments by early June

Dubai Municipality is
preparing to issue tender
documents for its planned
waste-to-energy project
by early June. u

According to sources
close to the project, the
municipality has in-
formed prequalified com-
panies that it is planning
to issue tenders within
the next two months.

MEED reported in De-
cember that Germany’s Fichtner had been appointed as
technical adviser for the planned waste-to-energy project.
The firm will provide technical assistance for the project,
which will be located at the Dubai Municipality’s waste land-
fill site in Warsan.

MEED reported in May 2015 that the municipality had in-
vited contractors to prequalify for the contract to build the
waste-to-energy facility. The client received prequalification
entries in August.

The project will involve the design of the waste-to-energy
scheme and other associated utilities, the engineering, pro-
curement and construction (EPC) of the plant and commis-
sioning and testing of the facility.

The firm will provide technical assistance for the project,
which will be located at the municipality’s waste landfill site
in Warsan. The first phase of the scheme is planned to have
a minimum capacity of 2,000 tonnes a day (t/d).

The client had reportedly been considering using a pub-
lic-private partnership (PPP) model to procure the project,
but has decided to press ahead with the EPC model.

The projectis in line with Dubai’s Strategic Plan 2021 and
the Dubai Integrated Energy Strategy 2030, in both of which
there is a commitment to protect the environment and im-
prove sustainability in the energy sectors.

Prequalified bidders
have been notified

®  In 2014, Dubai
generated 7,000
tonnes of waste a day

Kuwait to build 2 new air bases

Launch pads oriented towards Iran, say defence expert

MEED

The US Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) has indicated an intention to
issue tenders for two contracts de-
signed to reinforce Kuwait’s air defence
facilities. The first contract is for the
construction of two compete air de-
fence sites and one central information
coordination building, while the second
contract is for operation and mainte-
nance (O&M) services, which could po-
tentially last three years.

The presolicitation notice was pub-
lished on the Federal Bureau Opportu-
nities (FBO) website on April 19. The
FBO specified that the location of the
two sites is “near the Kuwait Air de-
fence Headquarters.”

Draft plan and drawings attached to
the notice show that one of the facilities
will be located at the Ahmed al-Jaber
Air Base and the other will be located
at the Ali al-Salem Air Base. The retrofit
work will be for the Air Operations
Centre in the Wista area south of
Kuwait city.

The drawings also seem to indicate
that the new air bases “will be very
similar to Kuwait’s five existing Patriot
fire bases,” noted defence and security
intelligence provider IHS. Like the ex-
isting fire bases, the facilities are
planned to have five pads for launchers,
a raised area for the radar, an engage-

Draft plan and drawings attached to the notice show that one of the facilities will be located at the
Ahmed al-Jaber Air Base and the other will be located at the Ali al-Salem Air Base

ment control station, a communica-
tions tower and various support struc-
tures. The main difference, IHS cited,
will be that the new launcher pads “will
be oriented towards Iran rather than
towards Iraq like the ones that were
built in the 1990s.” The O&M services
work will include, but not limited to,
preventive and routine maintenance,
repair, and changing spare parts for
these facilities to ensure equipment is
functional and operative.

The presolicitation notice also indi-
cated that the project budget falls
within the range of $25m to $100m
and will be awarded to a prime con-

struction contractor that has a license
to conduct business in Kuwait.

The solicitation is scheduled for re-
lease on or about May 15 and propos-
als are to fall due due on or about June
30. Contract award is expected on or
about August 15.

Like most the of GCC states, Kuwait
has been building its defence capacity
over the past year. It signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) for
the supply of 22 single-seater and six
double-seater Eurofighter jets with the
consortium that produce the aircraft in
September 2015. The deal, understood
to extend over a 20-year period.

Tehran metro projects await funding

MEED

Discussions between the Tehran
municipality and Japanese, Chinese
and European investors are ongo-
ing for the provision of funding for
three metro lines (8, 9 and 10) and
two tramways in Iran.

Each of the planned metro lines
will be about 30 kilometres. The

total investment required for the
lines could reach $5.8bn, or an esti-
mated $65m per kilometre, inclu-
sive of the cost of construction,
rolling stock and systems.

The design for the
metro/tramway lines and stations
have been completed. Once funding
is obtained, the government is look-
ing at a three-year execution time-

line. The government said it hopes
to finalise funding deals within the
next 12 months. It is expected that
contractors from the country pro-
viding the funding will be awarded
the main deal for each line.

Three metro lines are currently
operational in Tehran, while two
more, lines 6 and 7, are currently
under construction.

UAE meets bidders for
power plant expansion

MEED

The Sharjah Electricity & Water Authority (Sewa) is holding
bid clarification meetings with the eight bidders for the con-
tract to expand and convert the existing Hamriyah power
plant to a combined-cycle facility.

The combined-cycle conversion project will boost the
capacity of the existing Hamriyah plant by about 750MW.

Sewa received bids from eight groups on the March 21,
and is currently conducting clarification meetings with bid-
ders before selecting a preferred bidder and awarding the
engineering, procurement and construction (EPC) package.

MEED reported in November last year that the client had
invited contractors to submit proposals.

THE EIGHT BIDDING GROUPS ARE:

Calik Enerji (Turkey)

Doosan (South Korea)

Duro Felguera (Spain)

Gama (Turkey)

GE (US)

OHL (Spain) / Sadelmi Power (Italy)

Sepco 3 (China)

Siemens (Germany) / Elsewedy Electric (Egypt)

The expansion project had been in the planning stage for
some time, but faced some delays as the client sought budg-
etary approval. The power plant expansion is part of Shar-
jah’s plans to boost domestic power capacity to deal with the
growing demand for power. The emirate has become in-
creasingly reliant on electricity imports from neighbouring
Abu Dhabi in recent years.

SHARJAH'’S ELECTRICITY IMPORTS

INCREASED SHARPLY FROM:

184MW in 2008 to 707MW by 2011

In 2013, Sewa imported 761MW from the UAE capital

Abu Dhabi stepped up its electricity exports to Sewa in
2011 following Sharjah suffering from some of the worst
power cuts in the Gulfin 2009 and 2010. Sharjah has strug-
gled to get its own power proejcts off the ground in recent
years. Sewa’s last major tender came in July 2008, when it
issued a letter of intent to a consortium of the US’ GE and
Canada’s SNC Lavalin to build a 1,900MW plant at Hamriya.
However, the contract was never signed and the project
failed to proceed.

The emirate is also looking at alternative ways to produce
electricity. In May 2014, Sharjah awarded a $505m contract
to the UK’s Chinook Sciences to build one of the world’s
largest thermal waste-to-energy plants.

The client for the scheme is the UAE-based environment
and waste management company Bee’ah. Ajman has also an-
nounced in recent years that it is looking at the possibilities
of utilising waste-to-energy.

ISLAVIIC ORGANIZATION FOR FOOD SECURITY (IOFS) will promote export of grain and agricultural products to replenish strategic reserves, reserves of food security in Africa, Middle East and Asia

Kazakh PM exhorts Islamic world to unite for food security

ASTANA /EMIRATES BUSINESS

Prime Minister of Kazakhstan Karim
Massimov, on Thursday, opened the
7th session of the Ministerial Confer-
ence of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) for food security
and development of agriculture.
Kazakhstan’s candidacy for the post
of chairman of the General Assembly
of the Islamic Organization for Food
Security was endorsed at the
session.

Karim noted Islamic world should
not stay aside in such issues as liqui-
dation of hunger, development of
agriculture and ensuring food secu-
rity. “OIC member countries can
unite their efforts and contribute
hugely to ensuring food security. In
turn, we are ready to use the poten-
tial of agriculture, transport-logistics
and expert system of our country as
much as possible. I am confident that

all the member countries of the OIC
will join the Islamic Organization for
Food Security,” added Karim.

HE Iyad Ameen Madani, Secretary
Genreal of OIC, said. “We are gath-
ered here to witness the launch of
the new specialized institution of the
OIC -Islamic Organization for Food
Security (IOFS). Its inauguration is
no doubt a momentous event. This
new executive institution could not
have come at a better time, consider-
ing the pre-occupation of our Organ-
isation with scaling up intra-OIC
cooperation in the vital sector of
agriculture, rural development and
food security.”

Madani further said, “There is no
doubt that the history of OIC cooper-
ation in the food security sector is
replete with policy decisions on
intra-OIC cooperation in this impor-
tant sector. The six sessions of OIC
Ministerial Conferences on Agricul-
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ment of an agro-industrial mecha-
nism among OIC member states,
among others. However, these poli-
cies require our putting in place ad-
equate operational frameworks to

carry out needed research, capacity-
building and financing aspects of
these decisions.”

He lauded the decision of Nursul-
tan Nazarbayev, President of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan, for proposing
the establishment of the executive
institution during his address made
at the 38th session of OIC Council of
Foreign Ministers, which was held in
Astana in June 2011.

Roles of the OIC General Secre-
tariat, the Islamic Development Bank
Group (IDBG) and other OIC institu-
tions for their support and guidance,
which have contributed to the suc-
cessful elaboration of an inclusive
but innovative Statute for IOFS was
applauded by Madani.

Secretary Genreal of OIC said dur-
ing the conference, “The provisional
application of the Statute of the IOFS
presupposes that all the countries
that have signed the Statute of IOFS

would need to proceed most expedi-
tiously to effecting the necessary
ratification.”

Kazakhstan can play an active role
in eradication of extreme hunger and
malnutrition in the world, Minister
of Agriculture Assylzhan Mamyt-
bekov said on Thursday.

“As a main grain producer and ex-
porter in the Central Asian region,
Kazakhstan can play an active role in
eradication of extreme hunger and
malnutrition worldwide and con-
tribute to provision of food security
in the region,” Minister Mamytbekov
said.

Earlier, it was reported that the
number of IOFS member states has
reached 31.

The organization will promote ex-
port of grain and agricultural prod-
ucts to replenish strategic reserves,
reserves of food security in Africa,
Middle East and Asia.
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OIC conference in Astana to highlight food security
challenges

By Sajjad Ahmad =% Send to Friend

April 19, 2016 sy Print

DUBALI: The 7th Session of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Ministerial Conference on Food Security
and Agricultural Development and the Inaugural General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security
(IOFS) will discuss the challenges and opportunities to food security in Islamic world in Astana, Republic of
Kazakhstan.

The Conference will be hosted by the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan in coordination with the
General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) from April,26-28 2016.

During the sitting it is planned to elect the members, director general and chairman of the Executive Board of the
Islamic Organization for Food Security, approve the internal regulations of the organization’s secretariat and agree on

the basic directions of the organization’s activity.

The Conference will act as a platform for continued dialogue and increased cooperation between the OIC member
countries and their partners towards promoting the sustainable agricultural development and eradication of hunger and
undernourishment. The established OIC’s institution will enable to coordinate efforts of member states in the
agricultural sector, to develop strategies of development of the agro-industrial complex, to give technical assistance,
and also to undertake practical measures for addressing such challenges as hunger and malnutrition. It will not only
identify and monitor food security in its member states, but will also implement practical policies and programmes to
achieve goals and objectives contained in its charter. The Conference aims at sharing the best practices and
experience in food security and agricultural development among the member countries and strengthening their
collaboration and cooperation with the relevant regional and international organizations. The preparations for the First
General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) and the proposed five year Plan of Action of
the IOFS are further to be discussed in the Conference.

The institution was first proposed by Kazakhstan President Nursultan Nazarbayev in 2011 at the 38th session of the
meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the OIC held in Astana and its implementation was one of the main
priorities of Astana’s OIC chairmanship from June 2011 to November 2012. The charter, name, goals and objectives,
legal status and functioning processes of the IOFS were agreed upon at a meeting in Astana on June 11-12, 2013. It
was agreed that the IOFS should become an independent international organisation headquartered in Astana, with the
same diplomatic immunity as the OIC. On January 13, 2015 the headquarters of the Secretariat of the Organization of
the Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, hosted the expert meeting of the OIC member countries at the
initiative of Kazakhstan to discuss establishing of an Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) under OIC and
preparation for hosting its General Assembly. All OIC member states, which took part in the event, expressed

readiness to give full support to Kazakhstan in establishing and subsequent effective operation of the IOFS.

The initiative of the Republic of Kazakhstan is based on the consecutive position of Kazakhstan about the need to

ensure a sustainable development around the globe, where one of the main conditions is food security.

Completing the process of legally establishing such an international institution in such a short time, deciding on the
costs of the secretariat for its first three years of work and appointing a national coordinator were taken as firm steps

on the part of Kazakhstan and increased OIC members’ confidence in Astana’s implementation of the IOFS idea.
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