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Dr AbDulrAhim AbDulwAhiD

In the state-of-the-nation address, ‘Strategy Kazakhstan
2050: A new policy of the established state’, President
Nursultan Nazarbayev noted that civil peace and inter-
national harmony are our greatest asset. Our peace and
harmony and the dialogue of cultures and religions in
our multicultural country are now rightly recognized as
the global benchmark. Indeed, Kazakhstan has become
a centre of global interfaith dialogue.

Currently in Kazakhstan, representatives of more
than 140 ethnic and 17 religious groups live in peace
and harmony. Realizing the increased role of religion
in society, the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan
Nursultan Nazarbayev has put forward the initiative
of conducting the Congress of leaders of world and
traditional religions in the capital city - Astana.

It is important to note that the inter-religious and
interfaith dialogue launched 10 years ago in Astana
with the Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional
Religions has now become a legitimate objective. True
stories of dialogue of civilizations are evidence that
the representatives of the various religions must lead
friendly and interested dialogue, in which the parties
do not only talk but also listen to each other. Through
this dialogue, different religions may speak their
truths and bring mutual enrichment and creative,
lively contact with other thoughts and beliefs. 

In our world, the dialogue of religions is as relevant
as ever. We must remember that the world is multi-
faceted, versatile and unique in its diversity. It is, of
course, impossible to know the position of any one
culture, belief system or ideology. The world is not a
monologue of one system, one religion or culture, and
dialogue systems, religions, and cultures. The value of
this dialogue is that, as a modern form of the interac-
tion of world civilizations, it reflects the objective ex-
istence of the unity of our world – the unity of
historical destiny, the unity of world economic rela-
tions as well as interdependence of political
processes, science, technology, art and culture. 

Kazakhstan — the country, where peace and pros-
perity — is the result of the consent of people on the
way of achieving the common goals of well-being.
Rapid changes of the last decade, affecting all aspects
of life in the state and society, are reflected in the
sphere of state-religion relations. 

Today, the whole religious situation in Kazakhstan
remains stable, which is the result of a deliberate pol-
icy of the President Nazarbayev, which can be re-
garded as a model of relationships between the state
and religious associations based on democratic prin-
ciples, respect for the rights and freedoms of believ-
ers, on the balance of public and religious interests,
partnership and strive for mutual understanding. The
great importance has support of the policy of the

President rendered by religious leaders who are aware
of their main task - by word and deed contribute to the
establishment of peace, heal the moral ills and awaken
the hearts of people for the sake of the unity of all
mankind.

People of Kazakhstan for centuries were differenti-
ated by their liberal attitude towards religion and toler-
ance which plays an important role in the development
of peace and harmony. The inherited from cultural and
ethical traditions of the Kazakhs, tolerant attitude in the
spiritual life serves as a good basis for the preservation
of civil peace in the present and the future.

In Kazakhstan, the culture and religions of all nations,
nationalities and ethnic groups are regarded as the na-
tional treasure. Citizens of the Republic bring up their
children in a spirit of tolerance towards representatives
of other nations and religions. Namely the historical sit-
uation, when on the same area live numerous ethnic
groups and nations that have different religious beliefs,
dictates the need for cooperation between nations and
different religions.

In the foreign policy of the republic international or-
ganizations have a special place. The priority for Kaza-
khstan's cooperation with the international
organizations is indicated in the book of the President
of the Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev
"Strategy of formation and development of Kazakhstan
as a sovereign state".

Through international organizations the diplomatic
service is engaged in ensuring the participation of the
Republic of Kazakhstan in the activities of the UN and
other international organizations, conferences, meet-
ings, forums, contribute to the improvement of the in-
ternational prestige of the country and its role in
solution of global and regional issues.

So, on October 5, 1992 the Head of our state Nursul-
tan Nazarbayev at the 47th Session of the UN General
Assembly took the initiative to convene the Conference
on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in
Asia (CICA ), which was immediately recognized by the
world community and highly regarded. This once again
was highlighted by the UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan during the meeting at the Millennium Summit
on September 6, 2000 in New York. It is known that, ten
years after this proposal CICA took place in Almaty. Con-
ducting CICA was considered as the most important in-
ternational event of that year. Major television and radio
companies of the world were broadcasting live transla-
tions on the air, news agencies reported the news on-
line. In the press center worked more than 55 domestic
and foreign journalists.

Adopted during the Summit the Almaty Act and CICA
Declaration on eliminating terrorism and promoting di-
alogue among civilizations were highly appreciated by
the international community.

Despite the short period of its independent develop-
ment, Kazakhstan has contributed to the preservation
of international peace and security. An independent re-
fusal of our state nuclear-weapon-accession to the
Agreement on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons
and to the Agreement on the complete prohibition of
nuclear weapons tests, entry in the IAEA and the Con-
ference on disarmament, all it received approval from
the international community.

Special relations Kazakhstan has established with
bodies of the Commonwealth of Independent States,
Shanghai cooperation organization, the OSCE, the Cen-
tral Asian Cooperation, the Organization for Economic
cooperation and etc. As you can see, the scope of coop-
eration of our country with international organizations
is very diverse and efficient.

In our world, the dialogue of religions is as relevant as
ever. We must remember that the world is multifaceted,
versatile and unique in its diversity. And it is, of course,
impossible to know the position of any one culture, belief
system or ideology. The world is not a monologue of one
system, one religion or culture, and dialogue systems, re-
ligions, and cultures. The value of this dialogue is that, as
a modern form of the interaction of world civilizations,
it reflects the objective existence of the unity of our world
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– the unity of historical destiny, the unity of
world economic relations as well as interde-
pendence of political processes, science, tech-
nology, art and culture. 

Not by chance has Kazakhstan’s head of
state put forward the idea of holding this
Congress, which brings spiritual leaders and
major religious organisations together
around one table. Historically, religious lead-
ers played an important role in strengthen-
ing their societies, and the current situation
in the world is such that religious leaders
must unite in order to strengthen coopera-
tion for a more harmonious world. 

Through the process of dialogue, tradi-
tional religions become more united and
work to spread peace and strengthen free-
dom and human rights, freedom and interna-
tional security against the use of religion as
an excuse to commit crimes. / They also pro-
mote international security, eroding the
credibility of those who use religion as an ex-
cuse to commit crimes. It is also important
that religious leaders act not only in their
own names, but on behalf of the faithful.
Thus, through the authority and the personal
efforts of religious leaders among the people,
peace and harmony and progressive and sus-
tainable civilisations are achieved. 

The Astana’s Congress of Leaders of World
and Traditional Religions has become an es-
sential contribution to the global process of
dialogue between civilizations and cultures.
Kazakhstan’s initiative in convening the inter-
confessional forum for multilateral dialogue
and the application of collective solutions to
reduce tensions in the world is universally
recognized and widely supported by the in-
ternational community. The idea of convening
of the first Congress was supported by the
Secretary General of the Muslim World
League Sheikh Al-Turki, Patriarch of the Russ-
ian Orthodox Church Alexiy II, Pope John Paul
II and many other religious leaders. 

At the first Congress was adopted the dec-
laration in which interconfessional dialogue
was described as one of the most important
instruments of peace and understanding be-
tween peoples and nations, supporting the
efforts of the international community to
promote dialogue between civilizations.

The Congress received congratulatory
messages from heads of major world powers
and world organizations as well as senior of-
ficials of different churches, including Patri-
arch of the Russian Orthodox Church Alexiy
II, Pope John Paul II, Archbishop of Canter-
bury Rowan Williams and Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew. Each of them blessed the
meeting of religious leaders and wished
them success in starting a dialogue. 

To be continued

The author is Chairman of Media Hub International Dubai

Role of Kazakhstan in global inter-religious dialogue
Currently in Kazakhstan, representatives of more than 140 ethnic and 17 religious groups live in peace and harmony

Today, the whole religious situation in Kazakhstan remains stable, which is the result of a
deliberate policy of the President Nazarbayev — EPA

People of Kazakhstan for centuries
were differentiated by their liberal
attitude towards religion and tolerance
which plays an important role in the
development of peace and harmony
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There was an open exchange of views between partic-
ipants of the Kazakhstan forum about the role of reli-
gion in the modern world and the universal nature of
major moral values across all religions. Important is-
sues were raised, ranging from the reasons behind re-
ligious grounds for conflicts and the need to improve
inter-religious harmony and mutual respect to the
ability to study the traditions of other nations.  The
success of the event was enshrined in the resolution
of the first Congress to hold the inter-religious forum
at least once every three years. Kazakhstan was given
the great honour of organizing and conducting the sec-
ond Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional re-
ligions, again in its capital, Astana, 2006.

The II Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional
Religions was held in a purpose-built Palace of Peace
and Accord. The event was held under the overall
theme "Religion, society and international security" in
two directions: "Freedom of religion and respect the
followers of other religions" and "The role of religious
leaders in strengthening international security". To
participate in the forum in Astana arrived 25 religious
leaders and 14 honorary guests from 26 countries in
Europe, America, Asia, Africa and the Middle East. 

As guests of honor were invited prominent political
and public figures, including the Director-General of
UNESCO Koichiro Matsuura, Deputy Director-General
of the United Nations  Sergei Ordzhonikidze, former
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad, as
well as representatives of legislative bodies, non-gov-
ernmental organizations from different countries.

The outcome of the second Congress and the adop-
tion of the Declaration, which calls for people of all re-
ligions and ethnic groups to prevent conflicts based on
cultural and religious differences. The significance of
this document is that it succinctly and essentially re-
flects the global need to replace the ideology of the era
of confrontation to a culture of peace.

One of the major initiatives announced at this Con-
gress, was the idea of the establishment of the Interna-
tional Centre of Cultures and Religions. Over 5 years of
activity center took an active part in preparation and
conduction of the third and fourth Congresses, four
meetings of the Secretariat of the Congress and its
working groups. In the rank of the working body and
the Secretariat of the Congress, Centre together with
representatives of leaders of world and traditional reli-
gions participated in the development of conceptual po-
sitions of religious forums, thematic direction of
Congresses and breakout sessions, and other outcomes.

Today the Сenter participates in preparation of the
festive events dated for celebration of the 10 anniver-

sary from the date of convocation of the First Congress
of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions. 

The third Congress, which was held in Astana in July
2009, with a special line entered in the chronicles of
congresses as a theme and format of the issues dis-
cussed and the level of participation of the delegations
and their qualitative and quantitative composition. So,
at this congress was attended by representatives of
more than 77 delegations from 37 countries. 

The status to the Forum was given by the presence
of active politicians and well-known on a global scale
public and academic figures. 

In the framework of the Congress was held an addi-
tional seminar on cooperation within the Group with
the Mediterranean Partners, which participants were
representatives of the diplomatic corps of foreign
states accredited in Kazakhstan.

The final document of the third Congress was an Ap-
peal by the Congress participants to religious and po-
litical leaders, public figures, scientists, the media and
the world community. One of the major initiatives of
the third Congress was a proposal to create a Council
of religious leaders to deepen dialogue, economic co-
operation and cooperation with other international or-
ganizations and forums.

The International Centre of Cultures and Religions
together with the working group and the Secretariat
of the Congress drafted the founding document of the
new council, “The Concept of the Council of Religious
Leaders,” which, after consultation with leaders of
world and traditional religions, which was adopted at
the 10th meeting of the Secretariat in June 2011. 

The fourth Congress of Leaders of World and Tradi-
tional Religions with the theme “Peace and harmony
as the choice of mankind,” was one of the most impor-
tant events held in Astana in 2012. 

On the eve of the opening of the congress a landmark
event was held: the first meeting of the Council of Re-
ligious Leaders, which was attended by President
Nazarbayev. 85 delegates from 40 countries attended
the Fourth Congress, including representatives of
Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, Taoism, Shin-
toism, Hinduism and Zoroastrianism and also honor-
able guests – representatives of states, social and
international organizations. 

One of the important initiative of the Fourth Con-
gress was the creation of a website within the G-Global
web portal dedicated to forming and strengthening
global tolerance and trust. 

This year, Kazakhstan and the religious leaders and
activists who have participated in the work of the four
Congresses of Leaders of World and Traditional Reli-
gions will be honored on the 10th anniversary of the As-
tana interfaith forum in September. 
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Anniversary meeting of the 12th Secre-
tariat of the Congress, as well as an Interna-
tional conference on the decade of the
congresses was held on September 25, 2013.
Large-scale ceremonial events on the tenth
anniversary of Astana interfaith forum have
been held in countries whose religious lead-
ers have taken part in the forum’s work: the
Vatican, Austria, India, Azerbaijan, Iran,
Japan, the US and Russia. Events are planned
in Switzerland and Israel. The motif of the
events held abroad was strengthening Kaza-
khstan’s approach to international interfaith
dialogue with new proposals and ideas. 

We approached to this remarkable date
with significant and gained potential of inter-
action between the leaders of world and tra-
ditional religions. 

Therefore, over the course of 10 years,
thanks to the support of influential political
and religious leaders, Kazakhstan has held
four Congresses of Leaders of World and Tra-
ditional Religions. Each year a growing num-
ber of religious, national, political and public
figures from all over the world celebrate the
timeliness and importance of the Astana
spiritual leaders’ forum and express a desire
to participate in this work.

Generally, summing up mentioned above,
we can state that Kazakhstan’s congresses of
religious leaders have paved the way for a
global space of peace and harmony. The forum
of religious leaders held in Astana reflects the
international community’s efforts to overcome
the crisis of conflicts based on cultural and re-
ligious differences and build a tolerant, stable,
peaceful, sustainable path for development. 

Inter-religious harmony and peace are at
the heart of the spiritual traditions of the peo-
ple of Kazakhstan. As in the past, the unity of
the multinational and polyconfessional people
of Kazakhstan should be an important priority
in the future. It is a priceless heritage and its
spiritual wealth must be preserved, multiplied
and passed on to future generations. Thanks
to the Congress of Leaders of World and Tra-
ditional Religions, we in Kazakhstan have a
unique opportunity to tell the world that de-
spite the differences in our many beliefs, na-
tionalities and cultures, we support spiritual
unity and believe deeply in the ideal of a life
based on fairness, trust and tolerance.

Concluded

The author is Chairman of Media Hub International Dubai

Role of Kazakhstan in global inter-religious dialogue
Inter-religious harmony and peace are at the heart of the spiritual traditions of the people of Kazakhstan

President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev speaks at a joint press conference during the latter's visit to Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Abdul Razak's
office in Putrajaya, outside Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on April 18, 2012 — EPA

The final document of the third
Congress was an Appeal by the
Congress participants to religious and
political leaders, public figures,
scientists, the media and the world
community. One of the major
initiatives of the third Congress was a
proposal to create a Council of religious
leaders to deepen dialogue, economic
cooperation and cooperation with other
international organizations and forums
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Kazakhstan: one country, two continents

Written by Sadab Kitatta Kaaya
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An invitation to attend the fifth

congress of leaders of world

and traditional religions in

Astana, Kazakhstan,

reminded me of an early

2000s TV drama by

Bakayimbira Dramactors.

In the drama, Kigenya

Agenya, actress Aisha

Kyomuhangi, who was cast as

Namugambe, won a trip to

Kazakhstan after winning her

school’s (Kigenya SS)

athletics competitions. Her

destination sounded strange

to her peers at school

because even the head

teacher, played by Phillip

Luswata, pronounced it with

difficulty.

A little Google search gave me an idea of this former Soviet Union republic that sits between Russia and China. The ninth biggest country in the world,

Kazakhstan is also the world’s largest landlocked country, covering 2,724,900 square kilometres (1,052,100 sq miles) – which makes it larger than

Western Europe.

I continued to encounter its “strangeness” as I processed my travel documents. And as I checked in at Entebbe airport, immigration officials wondered

which country it was that I was going to.

The weird perception of the country that I had in my mind was to later change upon arrival at Astana airport; and for the next five days, its rich history,

flourishing economy and tourism would tell the story that Kazakhstan is a unique and amazing country.

EURASIA

Depending on which side of the country you are, you can claim to be either European or Asian, being that one part of Kazakhstan is in Europe and the

other in Asia. Like Uganda, Kazakhstan got its name from the dominant ethnic group – the Kazakh, which makes up nearly 63 per cent of the country’s

population that also comprises 130 other ethnic groups.

Kazakhstan got its independence in 1993, being the last of the Soviet republics to declare independence from Russia.  The Kazakh language is the

national language while Russian is the country’s official language although, most recently, English began to be taught in all schools and universities in

preparation for Expo 2017, an international exhibition on innovation and technology.

The exhibition will lead into the establishment of an international finance centre in Astana, and English will be adopted as the official language because

the centre will be based on British law.

Kazakh girls perform a traditional dance
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World religious leaders 
unite against terrorism

Miracle  world

faith

SADAB KITATTA KAAYA

ASTANA - Peaceful coexistence 
is everyone’s desire but it seems 
unlikely in a world where 
intolerance to differing cultures 
and religious beliefs is at a high.

The problem is exacerbated 
especially when political 
players move to direct religious 
institutions in most cases to act in 
their favour.

But at the fifth congress of 
leaders of world and traditional 
religions in the Kazakhstani 
capital, Astana, a compromise 
between the clergymen and 
political leaders was sought.

In a joint communiqué read at 
the end of the congress by the 
president of the Pontifical Council 
of Interreligious Dialogue, Jean-
Louis Cardinal Tauran, religious 
leaders expressed concern over 
mounting inter religious and 
inter-ethnic tensions as well as 
political instability and military 
clashes in different parts of the 
world.

“We condemn manifestations 
of all kinds of intolerance; such 
as radicalism that [has] resulted 
in causalities and sufferings of 
civilian population,” Cardinal 
Tauran said.

To deal with increasing cases of 
extremism and terrorism across 
the globe, the religious leaders in 
their joint statement advocated 
for the creation of a force to 
counter world terrorism.

“We support a force to counter 
extremism and terrorism, striving 
to root them out while displaying 
special restraint to ensure that 
the fight against terrorism and 
extremism does not turn into a 
war against religions and their 
followers,” Cardinal Tauran said.

The congress also agreed to 
facilitate dialogue of religious 
leaders and organizations, 

A cross section of religious leaders at the close of the congress in Astana Photos/sADAB KItAttA KAAYA

Delegates at the congress

international organizations and 
civil society to ensure stability 
and security, prevent and resolve 
conflict.

In his message carried by 
Bishop Robert Atkinson of the 
Bedford diocese, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Justin Welby, 
urged world leaders to encourage 
cohesive coexistence by getting 
their communities working 
together because that way, the 
communities may find better 
ways to understand one another 
for a better world.

“Creating a cohesive 
community where there is no 
room for extremism requires 
response at different levels. It 
includes response at the local 
level of people working together, 
building relationships that go 
beyond the boundaries of our 
faiths,” Archbishop Welby said.   

“At a time when extremism is 
prevalent, when Christians and 
those of other faiths are suffering 
because of their faith, when 
violence in the so-called name 
of religion is so devastating, it is 
more than essential that we do 
not just speak together but act 
together,” he added.

NOT ISLAMIC
Most of the world terror groups 

such as Boko Haram (Nigeria), 
Al Shabaab (Somalia), Al Qaeda 
(Middle East), among others, 
claim links to Islam, although 
several Muslim leaders have 
continuously rejected and 
condemned their acts.

Addressing the congress, the 
Jordanian king, Abdullah II, 
added his voice to those calling 
for efforts to stop such groups.

“We Muslims are facing a brutal 

attack by outlaws who distort our 
faith to try to justify monstrous 
crimes. Nothing treats our 
faith with more contempt and 
nothing hurts the Muslim people 
more than the actions of these 
elements,” King Abdullah said.

He urged the world to 
appreciate that members of the 
groups constitute a small fraction 
of the world’s nearly two billion 
Muslims.   

MUSEUM
The congress is held every 

three years at the Palace of 
Peace and Accord in Astana, 
where the Kazakhstani president 
Nursultan Nazarbayev promised 
to put a museum to showcase the 
gains of the world inter-religious 
dialogue over the past 12 years.

Also known as the pyramid 
of peace, the palace contains 
accommodations for different 
religions including Judaism, 
Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, 
Hinduism, among other faiths. 

“I think a museum is vital, I 
think it will be summarizing 
our experience in consolidating 
solutions, addressing human 
problems, [and] I think it will 
be important for strengthening 
peace and mutual understanding 
between religions and cultures,” 
Nazarbayev said. 

As calls to promote equality, 
justice and mutual respect for a 
peaceful coexistence were made, 
the congress had an appeal to 
media owners and publishers; 
avoid using the media as a tool 
to incite religious and sectarian 
divisions, and to keep in mind 
their moral responsibility to 
spread a culture of peace, accord 
and respect among religions, 
peoples and nations.

sadabkk@observer.ug

Incredible 
lesson from 
Charleston 
shooting

MALITA WAMALA

I have been following last 
Wednesday’s USA shootings 
in a Charleston, South Carolina 
church keenly. 

First, because I could not fathom 
the amount of hatred that makes 
one shoot not one, but nine 
people at point-blank range over 
and over, for no other crime other 
than being of a different skin 
colour than one’s.

Secondly, Wednesday evenings 
almost always find me in my 
own church in Bunamwaya for a 
similar programme as the victims 
had gathered for at the Emmanuel 
AME church; so, I related to their 
horror on many fronts.

And lastly, I really wanted to 
see the emotion in the courtroom 
when the victims’ families came 
face-to-face with the killer, 
21-year-old Dylann Roof, whose 
father had given him a gun for a 
21st birthday present. Hmm; only 
in America.

Anyway, as I watched CNN’s 
live coverage last Friday as Roof 
appeared in court for his bond 
hearing, I felt an overwhelming 
anger looking at the young man 
appearing via video link.

I imagined – possibly as the 
American authorities did, thus 
requesting to protect him via 
video appearance – that the 
families of the dead men and 
women would rant and break 
things in the courtroom in their 
grief and anger. This was just two 
days after the shootings; their 
pain was so raw.

Yet when the judge gave each 
of the family members a chance 
to speak, I was left dumbfounded 
and also ashamed of my Christian 
self. Speaker after speaker 
generally delivered a speech of 
forgiveness! 

“I forgive you”. So powerful! I 
had not even thought that far yet. 
The pain in their voices, yet so 
willing to forgive, left me in tears 
of awe and shame for myself; for 
I don’t know whether I would 
have been in position to forgive 
that soon, if I were in their shoes.

No wonder, as a commentator in 
the CNN studios later remarked, 
the church’s pastor Clementa 
Pinckney, also gunned down in 
the shooting, had clearly done an 
excellent job with his flock. He 
will rest in peace.

I think one of the hardest 
requirements from us by God is 
forgiveness.

And to see people in so much 
pain caused by so much hate 
readily offer it was very thought-
provoking for me.

Lord help us all…

malita@observer.ug
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